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THE ALDINE. 



a beatific state of enjoyment; that witty and abund- 
ant talk would flow freely; that politics, literature 
and art would, each in turn, engage the conversa- 
tional wrestlers, and that something good would be 
evolved. But such is seldom the case. Either an 
awkward silence, or a deafening noise of nothing- 
ness, or worse, the dissection of character engages 
the group — "At every breath a reputation dies;" 
and the glow of eloquence, the witty repartee, the 
quiet philosophical reflection, or the learned ex- 
perience fails you. It is not what you have hoped 
for or expected. 

" Amabilis insania, et mentis gratissimus error." 

And yet we look not with complacency on this 
failure, for the American mind 
is very bright, the off"spring of 
such varied races shows, not only 
in personal beauty, but in bril- 
liancy of intellectual develop- 
ment, the success of the experi- 
ment, but curiously enough, the 
result to be aimed at is not 
aimed at. There is some failure 
in the chemicals. 

One spot in America, scarcely 
a watering-place, yet a Summer 
resort, is as near perfection as 
anything we have ; that is West 
Point. Its hotels are excellent. 
Here the visitor has something 
to do, in the unending pleasure 
of the scenery and drives, and 
the great interest attending the 
Military Academy. The music 
and the evening parade afford 
delightful object for a drive or 
walk; and the neatness, perfec- 
tion and finish of West Point are 
almost European. It has one 
drawback. It is very hot. 

And I think I have at last hit 
upon the secret of the insufiicien- 
cy of American watering-places. 
There is nothing to do out of the 
crowded hotel. No Kursnal. No 
music in the grounds; a noisy 
band screeching at dinner, when 
you want to be quiet, is the only 
equivalent. No lovely clean 
walks for neatly booted ladies; 
a woman must be "shod like a 
mountaineer" if she walks out. 
A billiard room or bowling alley 
affords distraction for an hour. 
What are you to do with the 
other fourteen } 

At Baden Baden, one had the 
brilliant promenade, the most 
beautiful music in the world, and 
the most varied scenery. There 
was the old castle, within an easy 
drive, where you could go and 
breakfast in the open air; there 
was the Black Forest for you to 
explore ; there was the charm- 
ing " Favorita," favorite resi- 
dence of the worldly-pious Sybil- 
la, who had herself painted in 
one hundred different costumes ; 
there, in her silent kitchen, is 
the most curious old Dresden 
china in the world. In the 
grounds is the chapel where, when beauty faded, she 
exercised herself in being a saint, following Pope's 
heroine. All these and many other excursions are 
possible from Baden Baden, most beautiful and at- 
tractive spot ! One did not need the roulette to kill 
time at Baden Baden or at Wiesbaden. 

At Homburg, the beauty of the grounds nearly 
made up for the absence of the charms of scenery 
at the other hill-hemmed watering-places, and then 
the sensible European habit of living in the open 
air, made even this least attractive of them agree- 
able. Could Sve have that added to our hotels, 
agreeable grounds, with tables for refreshments, and 
with flowers and trees, we might forgive many de- 
ficiencies. Of course we cannot have the old castles, 
the historical interests, we cannot have the charms 
of a European watering-place, but we might copy 
some of the good features. For instance, respectable 
ladies never dress "fine" at a watering-place in 
Europe. They wear plain costumes, almost always 



dine in their bonnets, and devote their time to a 
sensible out of door life. 

The four or five ball, or state costumes, with 
which American women vulgarize a garish Summer 
day, would be in Europe merely a type of a class for 
which a lady does not like to be mistaken. 

In England a seaside retreat is a place to wear out 
old gowns, to ramble in search of shells, and sea 
weeds, to read and enjoy oneself in a quiet and re- 
spectable way. They do not mix up the London 
season with the sea sand. 

There are, it is said, delightful and very cheap 
Summer retreats along the St. Lawrence River in 
Canada. The air is so brilliant and revivifying, that 
you seem to have been drinking champagne. There 



come home thin, pale, and out of condition in Oc- 
tober, to begin it all over again. 

If she wishes to regain her roses, she will bid 
adieu to gayety after the June races, and will re- 
treat to the mountains or the sea shore, and, in some 
quiet place, lead a life of mingled exercise and re- 
pose such as cannot be found in an "American 
Watering Place." 




THE ASSOCIATIONS OF FLOWERS, 

How the universal heart of man blesses flowers ! 
They are wreathed round the cradle, the marriage- 
altar, and the tomb. The Persian in the far east 
delights in their perfume, and writes his love in 
nosegays ; while the Indian 
child of the far west claps his 
hands with glee as he gathers 
the abundant blossoms — the il- 
luminated scriptures of the prai- 
ries. The Cupid of the ancient 
Hindoos tipped his arrows with 
flowers, and orange-flowers are 
a bridal crown with us — a nation 
of yesterday. Flowers garlanded 
the Grecian altar, and hung in 
votive wreath before the Chris- 
tian shrine. All these are ap- 
propriate uses. Flowers should 
deck the brow of the youthful 
bride, for they are in themselves 
a lovely type of marriage. They 
should twine round the tomb, 
for their perpetually-renewed 
beauty is a symbol of the resur- 
rection. They should festoon 
the altar, for their fragrance and 
their beauty ascend in perpetual 
worship before the Most High. 
—Mrs. Child. 



MAGDALEN.— Carl Hubnek. 



are pleasant things to do at Mount Desert in Maine, 
in the White Mountain^, at Manchester in Vermont, 
and all along the coast of Massachusetts. The ex- 
treme end of Long Island offers delightful coolness 
and retirement. Quahog, on the Long Island coast, 
is good. All these are the sensible places, and do 
not come under the head of the fashionable watering- 
places. 

But they are all deficient in comfort. I believe 
ever}^ one sympathizes with a late distinguished 
statesman, who said " he liked Rockaway better 
than any other watering-place, he was always so 
glad to get home from it." 

The most fashionable course of a fashionable wan- 
derer is to go to Sharon in Jul}^ to Newport in 
August, and to West Point in September. The 
climate has som.ething to do with it. Dress and 
fashion a great deal more. If a young lady will 
spend her Winter in New York, and her Summer as 
above stated, she can have unmitigated dancing, and 



KONIGSSEE. 

In all the beautiful scenery of 
the famous Salzkammergut, the 
prelude and entrance hall, as it 
were, to the wilder magnificence 
of the Austrian Tyrol, no spot is 
more beautiful and impressive at 
once than the Komgssee or Bar- 
tolomdussee, some four miles from 
Berchtesgaden. The visitor who 
approaches the lake from the 
latter place is at first disappoint- 
ed with the apparent tameness 
ot the view. It is only after en- 
gaging a boat at the ferryman's, 
rowed frequently by stalwart 
Alpine maidens in the pictur- 
esque national costume, and 
pushing out into the lake past 
some low-lying, bushy islands, 
that the full beauty of the scene 
bursts upon the eye. The lake 
is about six miles long, by one 
and a half broad, surrounded by 
magnificent, steep, and rugged 
mountains of limestone forma- 
tion, eight or nine thousand feet 
in height, whose precipitous 
sides offer, for the most part, 
no vestige of foothold for the 
traveler who coasts along their 
shore in search ot a landing-place. The depth of 
the lake (600 feet), and the clearness of the water, 
give it the most exquisite dark green tinge, like a 
sheet of emerald, whose placid surface, unstirred by 
steamer, trading vessel, or pleasure-boat, is broken 
only now and then by the ferry-boat of the tourist 
or the fishing skiff from the Jagdschloss at the 
foot of the lake. 

Among the splendid hills which shut- in the vie.w, 
and which the reader will see in the background of 
our illustration, are the snow-capped Schonfeldspitz, 
the Stuhlgebirge, and the mighty Watzmann, one 
of the cotcps d'essai of the Austrian Alpine climber. 
The solitude of the bank is unbroken save by the 
little hunting lodge {Jagdschloss) on the promontory 
of St. Bartholomew, which projects from the foot of 
the Watzmann, and the whole scene, so graphically 
represented in our illustration, is almost unparal- 
leled for its mingling of picturesque beauty and des- 
olate majesty. 



